
 
 

Cumbria Housing Partners 1 st Apprenticeship Placement 
 

Cumbria Housing Partners (CHP) has a commitment to provide employment opportunities for young people 
from their local communities.  One way of doing this is working with contractors carrying out investment work 
on behalf of the CHP members.   
 
Calico Enterprise who are based in Lancashire and have run a similar project for the Lancashire Housing 
Partnership are working with us to deliver this programme. 
 
Ricky Holt is the 1st apprentice to have been officially employed working on CHP contracts as part of this 
initiative.  Ricky has been recruited by Thomas Armstrong based in Maryport who carry out work on behalf of 
the Home Group, Impact Housing and Two Castles Housing. 
 
Neil Humes, General Manager for Thomas Armstrong is 
impressed by the progress that Ricky is making, and the 
commitment and hard work he has shown.  Ricky will be 
covering a range of tasks to enable him to develop his skills 
whilst working on the broad spectrum of work allocated 
through CHP including central heating installations.  
 
As part of the plumbing apprenticeship, Ricky will start at 
Lakes College initially on a block release before attending for 
1 day a week. 
 
Ricky who is 17, lives in Maryport and realises that he has 
been given an excellent opportunity when so many young 
people are currently unable to find jobs. 

 
Ricky is thinking of the long term benefits that becoming a qualified 
and experienced plumber presents.  This career is rewarded with a 
good salary and presents good opportunities for the future. 
 
Ultimately Ricky would like to be a site foreman and he is aware that 
the apprenticeship is the ideal way to gain experience working on site, 
and the theory and qualifications needed by attending college.  Ricky 
has been carrying out a variety of plumbing tasks but it is the heating 
system work that he is currently enjoying the most.  He is looking 
forward to learning more once he begins college at the end of January. 
 
Stephanie Murphy, chair of CHP, said “We wish Ricky every success 
with his future career and will be following his progress throughout his 
apprenticeship. 
 
This is just the beginning of what we anticipate will be a very 
successful scheme and we are looking forward to making more 
placements with other contractors over the coming months.” 
 


